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Government and
Development Partners

suffer gender-based violence, domestic violence, sexual abuses such as rape and defilement.
Compared to their male counterparts, women continue to be underrepresented in the protection
initiatives that are intended to build peaceful societies. Moreover, women and girls have less
economic opportunities. Less economic opportunities for women have negative implications on
women’s lives, as they perpetuate unequal power relations in families and keep women in subordinate positions. This limits women’s involvement in peacebuilding processes because they need to
seek approval from their husbands. The low levels of education amongst girls compared to boys,
forces them to get married at an early age or to engage in sex work as was reported mostly in West
Nile and Eastern Uganda. This predisposes them to violence especially sexual gender-based
violence.

Stakeholders, especially government and non-government stakeholders should
ensure the provision of safe and private spaces to guarantee the safety and confidentiality of women, girls and children affected by all forms of violence in particu-

Some cultural practices continue to reinforce unequal power relations in families which are
exposing women to gender-based violence and sexual abuse. Even in communities where women
were economically empowered, they still suffered domestic violence as husbands forcefully took
all the money.

lar sexual and gender-based violence.
Government and development partners should strengthen the relevant criminal
justice system structures to ensure easy access to services for victims of sexual
and gender-based violence, particularly women and girls.



Socio-cultural and
Religious Institutions

The survey results indicated that promoting women’s participation across all pillars remains an
important imperative of the WPS agenda. From the analysis of responses, there are indications of
women’s participation in the protection pillar in all the surveyed districts as indicated in the pie
chart below. Despite the challenges they experience, there was consensus among the respondents that as nurturers, protection is innate to women and that they have done a phenomenal job.

Regions' Levels in Protection Pillars
ĞŶƚƌĂů͕
ϭϯ͘ϵϵ

Cultural and religious institutions should ensure that social cultural and religious
norms, values, practices, and perceptions are aligned to human rights standards.
This may include: traditional leaders to using their influence to address cultural
practices that continue to reinforce unequal power relations.
Religious, cultural leaders and donor agencies need to create safe spaces for
women where they can be offered and can offer psychosocial support services.

Academic Institutions
Makerere University Rotary Peace Center together with other departments and
institutions of higher learning should continue building women’s capacity and all
other players as well as provide evidence based data as a critical contribution to
the realisation of OUTCOME 1 of NAP111 (NAP 2020:20).

tĞƐƚEŝůĞ͕ϭϵ͘Ϭϲ

EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ͕ϭϵ͘ϳϲ

tĞƐƚĞƌŶ͕ϮϮ͘ϮϬ

ĂƐƚĞƌŶ͕Ϯϰ͘ϵϴ
The eastern districts of Kamuli and Mayuge and Adjumani in West Nile posted the highest percentages of women’s engagement in this pillar at 78.3, 76.7 and 74.5 percent respectively, while Ssembabule, Kampala and Bundibugyo were at the bottom with 60.1, 61.5 and 62.2 percent respectively. The study noted that women’s engagement in the pillars corresponds with the level of civil society activity in a district, the status and nature of conflicts and population needs.
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The role of women
in protection in Uganda
According to this study, women have the potential to effectively participate in protection initiatives. However, for effective implementation, communities and all stakeholders in general need to
play their role. It should be noted that there have been policies and strategies put in place to guarantee the success of the WPS agenda, especially the protection pillar. These include: The National
Policy on Elimination of Gender Based Violence in Uganda (2015); Provision for affirmative action
for women in politics and both Universal Primary Education and Universal Secondary Education.
In advancing their protection, women need to ensure that their physical security needs are
addressed. On the other hand, relevant stakeholders need to ensure that women are particularly
physically shielded from violence during times of conflict. The assessment emphasized the need
for security agencies, NGOs, donors and civil society organizations to play their roles in advancing
the protection of women.
In establishing the women’s role under the protection pillar in the study districts, three themes
emerged; women’s role as protectors is intrinsic to women; women as protectors also need to be
protected and lastly, women as protectors have a phenomenal role to protect both girls and boys
and sometimes their fellow women and the men. Therefore, the role of women in protecting
others, vulnerable groups or otherwise during and after the violent conflict was said to be indispensable. This is in line with NAP III priorities which call for good governance being enhanced at all
levels and the strengthening od systems and structures which will aid the implementation and
coordination of the NAP III.

Recommendations

The following factors were hindrances to women in protection activities:
socio-economic factors and systemic issues: 66% and 70% cited socio-economic
and systemic issues as key barriers to accessing protection services. The lack of
resources and the high costs of accessing justice were cited by respondents as
hinderance to accessing protection services for women. Whereas duty bearers
recognize the importance of support services for survivors e.g., shelter, these
services were not available due to resource constraints.
Socio-cultural barriers: During the Focus Group Discussion, respondents highlighted how the desire to adhere to cultural and religious values that shun divorce
and economic dependency predisposes women to a life time of violence, as they
persevere to maintain their marriages. The study observed that child marriages
which are particularly high among refugee communities were being used by some
families for economic reasons while in many rural communities, girls who experienced sexual violence were also likely to be married off to perpetrators after a
negotiated settlement.
Inadequate reporting mechanisms to address women protection concerns: The
study noted that the lengthy, back and forth court procedures discourage women
from reporting SGBV because of the associated costs in terms of emotional stress,
time and money. In the FGDs, both men and women mentioned that it was very
difficult for a woman to get justice from police or courts of law because women
lack the economic resources to seek justice.

Based on the findings, the study makes the following recommendations in order to strengthen and
accelerate the role of women under the protection pillar:

Government
In order to facilitate the participation of women and girls in the protection pillar,
there is need to review policies and legal instruments to ensure there are provisions for protection of women, girls, children and vulnerable groups in peace and
security.
Duty bearers should work with religious and traditional institutions, among
others, to ensure that the social and religious norms and practices in place do not
undermine the role of women in protection of women and girls. This is alignment
with NAP III Outcome 2.2.

An unfavorable operating ecosystem (environment):7KHUHLVSROLWLFDOLQWHUIHUHQFH
DQGODFNRIDFRQGXFLYHHQYLURQPHQWWKDWVWRSZRPHQIURPEHLQJRSHQDERXWZKDW
KDSSHQVWRWKHP
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