
 

 

STATEMENT BY THE COUNCIL OF TRADITIONAL LEADERS OF AFRICA 

(COTLA), AFRICAN WOMEN LEADERS NETWORK (AWLN) NIGERIA CHAPTER 

AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS ORGANISATIONS UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 

WOMANIFESTO, ON THE REPEAL OF THE WOMEN’S AMENDMENT ACT (2015) 

PROHIBITING FGM IN THE GAMBIA 

The Council of Traditional Leaders of Africa (COTLA) has followed and noted with 

grave concern, recent developments in The Gambia regarding the Private Member’s 

Bill to repeal the Women’s Amendment Act (2015) prohibiting female genital mutilation 

(FGM). 

Together with the African Women Leaders’ Network (AWLN) Nigeria Chapter, and a 

coalition of over 500 women’s rights groups and activists in Nigeria under the auspices 

of Womanifesto, COTLA stands in absolute solidarity with human rights actors in 

The Gambia calling on the Government to uphold and maintain the existing ban 

on FGM. 

Data from the United Nations show that over 200 million women and girls globally1 

have experienced female genital mutilation, with Africa accounting for 144 million girls2 

who have undergone the practice. As leaders whose jurisdiction crosses both religious 

and cultural domains, we vehemently reject the position of the Private Member’s Bill 

and echo the voices of our sisters and brothers in The Gambia reiterating that no holy 

text provides any justification for female genital mutilation. In fact, both Islam and 

Christianity uphold the sanctity of the human body – opposing harm to the body – we 

recall that this was a basis for the 2015 ban on FGM and therefore use this medium 

to underscore the absence of scriptural ground for the practice of female genital 

mutilation. FGM is not a religious obligation. 

In 2015, The Gambia became a shining example of leadership in Africa by putting a 

ban on FGM which has been categorically proven to have no health benefits 

whatsoever3. In fact, this practice is responsible for countless deaths, irreversible and 

serious health complications for women and girls. Repealing this ban would not only 

make The Gambia the first country in the world to do so but would also be in direct 

contradiction to The Gambia’s commitments and ratification of several global 

instruments including the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' 

Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa (2003) which explicitly calls for an end to 

FGM.  

 
1 FAQs – Female Genital Mutilation, UN Women 2024  
2 Female Genital mutilation, UNICEF 2024  
3 Female Genital Mutilation, WHO 2024  

https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/faqs/female-genital-mutilation
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/female-genital-mutilation/
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/female-genital-mutilation


 

In line with the overwhelming calls from an inter-generational movement of women’s 

rights organisations, religious groups, civil society, development partners and activists, 

we appeal to the Gambian government to keep its promise to uphold human 

rights for all its people. FGM is a violation of human rights.  

As custodians of culture and religion, we acknowledge the important role women and 

girls play in our communities – a role that can only be fulfilled if they have full access 

to their human rights, free from FGM. We acknowledge the many positive practices 

that do uphold moral standards and promote good societal values, female 

genital mutilation however, is not one of them.  
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